Valentine in the heart
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Case report

A 45-year-old male with recent anterior wall infarction
underwent coronary angiogram. His left coronary sys-
tem showed insignificant stenosis with thrombus. Inci-
dentally, the right coronary artery revealed a branch
arising from the posterolateral left ventricular branch
of right coronary artery (RCA) and anastomosing with
the sinus nodal artery arising from the proximal RCA.
This anastomosis gave a Valentines shaped heart to

Figure 1

Right coronary angiogram
demonstrating the communica-
tion between posterolateral LV
branch of right coronary artery
and SA nodal artery. This
collateral circulation gives a
heart shaped appearance to the
right coronary circulation.
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the coronary artery (fig. 1). This branch arising from
distal RCA in the region of atrioventricular nodal ar-
tery has also been called “right posterior” sinus nodal
artery. This dual blood supply SA node makes it rela-
tively resistant to ischaemia.
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