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Figure 1
One of the latest issues of the European Heart Journal. An official 
publication of the European Society of Cardiology that has appeared 
weekly since 2013.
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Massive bilateral pulmonary emboli, paradoxical embolus and the knot of life. 
See figure legend on page 3077.

Figure 2
Members of the Editorial Team of the European Heart Journal (from left to right): 
Frank Ruschitzka, Deputy Editor; Christian Schmied, Local Associate Editor;  
Thomas F. Lüscher, Editor-in-Chief; Willibald Maier, Local Associate Editor and 
Francesco Cosentino, Local Associate Editor.

The European Heart Journal (fig. 1) is on the move: for 
the first time in its  history, the European Heart Jour-
nal is now ranked number 2 of all journals in the field 
of cardiovascular medicine worldwide, with an impact 
factor of 14.097. The increase in impact factor took 
place since the Editorial Office of the journal was taken 
over by a team in Zurich (fig. 2), where it has increased 
from 8.9 to almost 14.1 within four  years. 

This impressive success is mainly due to a long-
term strategy involving  international editors from 
around the world and in particular from the US, the in-
troduction of highly illustrated review articles and edi-
torials as well as current opinions, the possibility for 
authors to have their manuscripts assessed in  expedited 

fashion, and a short turn-around time, of less than 
three weeks, to first decision for all standard papers.

Those responsible for the journal hope that this im-
pressive impact factor will continue to attract excellent 
papers and compel European scientists to  submit their 
work first to our journal.

The Zurich Team has implemented a new strategy 
to increase further the  visibility and impact of the Eu-
ropean Heart Journal. Among other things, the journal 
is now being published on a weekly basis, European 
Cardiovascular Mobility and Mortality statistics are 
 published on a yearly basis, and an  increased number 
of editorials, review articles and current opinions are 
included.

The editors of the European Heart Journals are 
grateful for all the support they receive from reviewers 
in Switzerland and beyond, and look forward to 
 receiving the best papers from Switzerland.


